to Constantine.                     273

''4

ever stand thus, if it may be reverently said that the
Almighty would address man, imless nature stood in
the way? Does He fetter Himself with its laws,
who, even in the days of His flesh, did but submit to
them, in order in the event to dispense with them ?
Such explanations, then, either imply that the invio-
lability of creation is more sacred than a Purpose of
the Creator, or they tamper with historical evidence
for an insufficient end. To mutilate the .evidence is
to incur all the difficulty of denying it, with none of
the gain. So this question may be passed over.

144. In the next place the a priori aspect of the re-
ported miracle, if it is so to be called,x is in its favour.
The approaching conversion of the Roman empire, in
the person of its head, was as great an event as any
in Christian history. Constantine's submission of his
pow|X to the Church has been a pattern for all Chris-
tian monarchs since, and the commencement of her
state establishment to this day; and, on the other
hand, the fortunes of the Roman empire are in
prophecy apparently connected with her in a very
intimate manner, which we are not yet able fully to
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